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THE SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE NAME MAKAR IN THE OEUVRE  
OF FIODOR DOSTOYEVSKY AND OF THE PROBLEMS OF ESCHATOLOGY  
AS A HIDDEN CONCEPTION OF MAN’S LIFE AND CULTURAL CREATIVITY
 	
	
ABSTRACT. The paper deals with the meanings of the name Makar according to Florinsky's 
metaphysical conception which, with reference to the symbolic representation of simplicity in the 
oeuvre of Dostoyevsky and its problems of eschatology, make it possible to reveal the universal 
and cosmological message hidden in the symbolic content of the name. 
The name Makar as a symbol of the organic unity and the integrity of man's personality is rendered 
as a biblical universal model of the whole creation of which man is its expression. Man is meant 
as “God’s temple” which is “holy” i.e. ideal, as ideal is innocent man. Therefore, the name Makar
in the oeuvre of Dostoyevsky is meant as the only valid conception of man's life and creativity 
which corresponds to God's Universe and protects man from further decline and degradation of 
life and culture because of its extreme measure.
Olga Krołek, Uniwersytet Humanistyczno-Przyrodniczy Jana Kochanowskiego, Kielce – Polska.  
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